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New Organizer Seeks 15 Chapters 


Birchites Launch 


The new coordinator of the 
John Birch Society in this area 
has launched a campaign to 
organize 15 chapters in Freder- 
ick County. 

Assuming the post recently 
was W. Paul Winzer, 39, of 211 
West Main Street in Middletown. 
He is a former professional en- 
gineer who resigned last week 
from his Fort Detrick position. 

In his new job, Winzer will 
be coordinator for Maryland, 
Washington, two-thirds of Dela- 
ware, northeast West Virginia, 
and four counties in Penn- 
sylvania. 

He replaces David R. Matte- 
son in the post. Matteson has 
entered the Bible Baptist Semi- 
nary in Dallas, Texas, prelimin- 
ary to entering the ministry. 

Although Winzer claims that 
the. national organization has, 
“more than 100,000 members” 
he declines to discuss Frederick 
County figures. There were 
three chapters here a year-and- 
a-half ago, he asserts. 

“Gen. McArthur used to say 
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that a good general never, -dis- 
cusses how many troops he has 
or where they are located,” Win- 
zer says. 

The John Birch Society is not 
a “secret” organization, he 
adds, and members are encour- 
aged to say they have joined 
the society. “But the national 
organization will not divulge 
their names,” Winzer concluded. 
“The member must do that 
himself.” 

A Fredejagkmember awaiting 
thg^egnjni^pf a chapter meet- 
ing i nl^'n^r 's ^om^ieportedly 
said?^^^^Ba not mind admit- 
ting’f®l>membership publicly ex- 
cept for the fact that he is in 
business in Frederick. He felt 
that .admitting his affiliation 
would hurt business. 

“Liberal money is as good as 
any other kind,” said the new 
member. 

Winzer also finds there is lo- 
cal opposition to the group, but 
he tends to minimize this. 

“(®r main enemy is the in- 


By ARTHUR D, POSTAL ; 

Staff Writer,,,.- 

tjir 


ternational Communist conspir- 
acy,” he charges. 

The Middletown man says his 
job as coordinator will include 
the training of section leaders, 



W. Paul Winzer Jr. 


giving presentations about the 
society and organizing chapters. 
“Our work will then be finish- 
ed, for we emphasize individual- 
ism,” Winzer points out. 

The society, he adds, is, “an 
educational army armed with 
facts.” Then he quickly adds: 
“Education is our strategy; 
truth our only weapon.” 

Each chapter of the John 
Birch Society meets at least 
once monthly for a business ses- 
sion. Sometimes they meet a 
second time for an educational 
meeting. If a chapter leader 
wishes, other meetings can be 
held. 

Winzer says each chapter 
must have six members, but 
that its membership should 
not exceed 20. 

At the business meeting the 
group discusses an agenda pre- 
sented in the organization’s 
monthly bulletin, distributed by 
headquarters in Belmont, Mass. 

This official guide tells the 
chapter which of the mrganiza- 
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tioh’s continuing projects it 
• Should emphasize for the month. 
Continuing projects include re- 
cruiting, the Movement to Im- 
peach Earl Warren, The United 
Nations, Get Us Out; Civil 
Rights; the Liberty Amend- 
ment, a move, to abolish the 
graduated income tax; support 
of local police; ar jplve to abo- 
lish civilian review 

boards; and a “Save the Pa- 
nama Canal,’’ campaign. 

Chapter meiftfei^iTeport 011 
their accomplishments while 
working on the last month’s 
bulletin, and discuss ways of im- 
plementing ,the -present month’s 
goal. 

The organizational setup for 
the society begins with the chap- 
ter leaders. A section leader, of 
which there are 300, supervises 
directly the chapter leaders and 
coordinates inter - chapter fune 
tions in an area. 

Some 70 coordinators act as 
liaison officers between the na- 
tional group' and the section 


leaders. 

Chapter meetings are held in 
homes of members. Winzer’s 
wife, Ellen, a chapter leader, 
conducted a meeting in their 
home recently. 

Winzer also uses his home as 
a, “Public Opinion Library.” 
This library is a profit ^ making 
business which sells the society’s 
publications in an area. There 
are 320 of these home book 
shops. 

Among publications offered in 
the libraries are “The Invasion 
of Mississippi,” “The Tragedy of 
Bolivia,” and “The Life of John 
Birch.” Pamphlets, records, 
periodicals and movies are also 
available, 

Sometimes, the Frederick i 


group sponsors larger organiza- 
tional meetings, such as the 
“First Showing” recently in' the 
Holiday Inn Ballroom in Fred- 
erick at which they unveiled a 
new recruiting movie, which is 
called simply, “Presentation i 
Film Number Two.” j 

Other large gatherings are I 
held to hear speakers sent from | 
the group’s American Opinion \ 
Speakers’ Bureau. The monthly ' 
bulletin gives the time and place ! 
where such national speakers 
will appear. 

' Winzer, a native of Richmond 
who served in World War II in 
the Air Force, thinks the United 
States should get out of Viet 
Nam and let Gen. Chiang Kai 
Chek, leader of the Chinese Na- 
tionalists, go in. 

, “Bombing behind enemy lines 
iii North Viet Nam might lead 
, to negotiations and U.S. with- 
drawal,” he says. 

“We have the Seventh Fleet 
in Asia just to prevent Chiang 
from going in.” 


